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(Hills are alive with the sound of
ants - talking to each other)
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Francesca Barbero, of the University of Turin
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Francesca Barbero, of the University of Turin,
said: “Our new work shows that the role of

sound in information exchange within ant
colonies has been greatly underestimated.”
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(Using miniaturised microphones and speakers
that can be inserted unobtrusively into nests,

researchers established that the queens can
issue instructions to their workers.
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By placing miniature speakers into the nest
and playing back sounds made by a queen,
the researchers were able to persuade ants to
stand to attention. “When we played the queen
sounds they did (en garde) behaviour. They
would stand motionless with their antennae
held out and their jaws apart for hours - the
moment anyone goes near they will attack,”
he said. The most important discovery is that

within the ant colony different sounds can
provoke different reactions.
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1. Ant sounds mimicked by invading butterflies - 5
February 2009.
2. Large Blues queen (impressions) fool ant colonies.
Queen Ants Make Distinctive Sounds That Are.
Mimicked by a Butterfly Social Parasite.

4. The Sound of Six-Legged Majesty (Hills are alive
with the sound of ants - talking to each other).
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